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Professional 
Background

Data Consultant
Former Chief Data Officer  

Nearly 30 Years in Data Science



A Decade of CRDC and Me

Medical Device Startup

Global Health Nonprofit 15+ TA Consortia

Visit WHO for ReSeqTB

Back to work TB-REFLECT

Begin WHO surveillance platform based on 
microbial genomics

WHO project complete

First ADDI Meeting in London

Rare Disease meetings

Close of ADDI pilot

RDCA-DAP Begins

Hired First Data Scientist for OSM

Chief Data Officer I-SPY 2 Data Sharing

Started Tesselate

ASCO Panel
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A Decade of CRDC and Me, continued

Medical Device Startup

Global Health Nonprofit 15+ TA Consortia

Visit WHO for ReSeqTB

Diagnosed CRC, open abdominal 
surgery, 6 Mos FOLFOX

Back to work TB-REFLECT

NED

Ileostomy takedown

Begin WHO surveillance platform based on 
microbial genomics

SBRT and FOLFIRI

NED

WHO project complete

First ADDI Meeting in London

Rare Disease meetings

Close of ADDI pilot

RDCA-DAP Begins

2nd CRC recurrence, New Primary BC, 2 
Mos FOLFIRI

Lumpectomy, 3 Weeks SBRT for CRC

4 Mos FOLFIRI

ctDNA Negative

Hired First Data Scientist for OSM

NED Chief Data Officer

Recurrence in Bones, MEGAPAUSE, 
maintenance change

Maybe NED?

I-SPY 2 Data Sharing

Started Tesselate

ASCO Panel

New breast cancer
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We are getting better at treating cancer

• 5-year survival 13%

• 91% of patients with recurrence by 3 years 

died before 5 years

*Secondary use →



We are getting better at treating cancer



Not Just New 
Drugs and Trials

• 1962 - 5-FU, but optimized dosing more recent

• 2004 (2 decades ago) Oxaliplatin, but combination studies 
and length of nasty treatment optimized

• 1996 Irinotecan, but when to use in metastatic setting and 
how to offset side effects

• 2017 Ribociclib, but more recently for maintenance

• 2019 – not a drug, but ctDNA Signatera has saved me 
endless amounts of open-ended worrying

• 2019 Caris has guided both colon and breast treatments

• 2022 Capecitabine label and safety updates, but I started 
using it early 2021 for maintenance therapy, plus DOSING 
and effectiveness of dose reduction

• 2024 Guardant 360, but I started using it in 2020 and has 
helped with managing 2 cancers at once

• 2019 SBRT in place of surgery in CRC

How clinical research has helped me 
in the last 8 years 

(some breakthrough medical devices, 
some approvals, not always profit-driven)



Happy Milestones

• Meaningful contributions to medical science

• Celebrating 19 years of marriage in January

• Celebrated my 50th birthday a year ago

• 34% of our lives together as partners and parents

• 42% of my son’s life



THANK YOU!

• 34% of our lives together as partners and parents

• 42% of my son’s life



Looking 
Forward
What do we want from the next 10 
years?



What We MUST Do • SHARE IT

• USE IT



What “Better” 
Looks Like

In my eighth year of treatment

• Currently treated at 2 NCI-designated cancer centers, 
consultations at 3 other cancer centers across California, 
Arizona, and Texas

• 6 months FOLFOX, 12 months FOLFIRI, 3.3 years capecitabine

• 11 months hormone blockers, denosumab, ribociclib

• 4 weeks SBRT

• 3 major surgeries at 3 unaffiliated hospitals, 2 inpatient stays ~3 
weeks

• Biopsies! Colon, transesophageal nodes, bone/spine, axillary

• 28 CT scans, 12 PET, 10 MRI, 3 X-Ray, 7 ultrasound, 3 EKG, 1 
ECG, 4 mammograms

• Miscellaneous specialists at various offices - endocrinology, Gyn, 
Cardiology, PCP

• Participant in three clinical studies – including WGS



SHARE YOUR 
DATA
Honor those patients’ sacrifices



A Tale of Two 
Cancer 

Patients
My late father

and me



USE CRDC 
DATA
It isn’t a used car



contact info

Amanda J. Borens

amandajborens@gmail.com

Tesselate Data Consulting, LLC

Patient Advocacy

mailto:amandajborens@gmail.com
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